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Children Services, Darien Downtown 
Development Authority, and the Col-
lege of Coastal Georgia Foundation. 

Ms. Russell, I applaud your efforts to 
keep the citizens of Georgia’s First 
Congressional District in tune with 
current events throughout our State 
and country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COOK COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER ROBERT STEELE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, on Monday of this week, I was 
saddened to know of the passing of 
Cook County Commissioner and Presi-
dent Pro Tem Robert Steele, whom I 
have known since his childhood days. 
As a matter of fact, I lived in the same 
neighborhood with the Steele family 
from the year that Commissioner Rob-
ert Steele was born. 

I count myself as a Steele family 
friend and have worked with Bob’s 
mother, Bobbie, since the late 1960s. 
His father, Robert, was a mentor to my 
son Stacey. 

I had the pleasure of watching Com-
missioner Steele grow from a child into 
becoming an adult and an outstanding 
local and national leader. 

Commissioner Steele was so much 
more than a man with a title. He was 
part of the glue which held his commu-
nity together. He was a big brother to 
neighborhood boys whom he often took 
with him to events and activities. He 
was a mentor and an inspiration to 
those who came into contact with him. 
He was a great advocate for organ do-
nation and transplantation. You see, 
he was a recipient from his sister, who 
gave him a kidney. 

He was an Omega man, a great frat 
brother, and he was a leader of the 
West Side and countywide Black elect-
ed officials. He meant the world to his 
family and brought great pride and joy 
to his parents, Robert and former Cook 
County Board President Bobbie Steele. 

Robert Steele was an absolute leader 
who provided leadership and guidance 
on a regular basis wherever he went. 
He was active in his church, in his 
community, in his neighborhood. He 
was intelligent, astute, and not afraid. 

Of all the people that I have known 
who come from the West Side of Chi-
cago as elected officials, none has 
brought more to the table than Bob, 
except, perhaps, his mother, Bobbie. 

Our community will long remember 
the work of Cook County Commis-
sioner Bobbie Steele. Perhaps the song-
writer was correct when he said that 
‘‘the good die young.’’ Bob was indeed 
young, but he was a leader among lead-
ers and a man among men. 

I salute you, Commissioner Robert 
Steele, and long may your life, your 
work, and your legacy continue. 

REMEMBERING FLOOD OF JUNE 23, 
2016 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARTER of Georgia). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, 1 year ago, on June 23, 2016, 
we experienced one of the darkest days 
in West Virginia’s history. 

Floodwaters raced through small 
towns without warning, washing away 
homes, washing away businesses, and, 
yes, washing away lives. Twenty-three 
souls were lost, while thousands were 
left without shelter and food. 

Now as we approach the 1-year anni-
versary of this tragic event, we pause 
to remember those we lost and honor 
their lives. We reflect on how our com-
munities changed over this past year. 
We pledge to continue rebuilding until 
our towns and our cities are better 
than they were before the rivers rose. 

We have seen so many examples of 
strength, faith, and hope in this past 
year, examples that carry us forward 
and inspire us all. More work remains 
to be done. We still have churches, 
schools, libraries, and other commu-
nity centers that need to be rebuilt, re-
placed, and restocked. Many are still in 
temporary and rental housing. The 
scars still remain. 

But the message that we should 
carry forward is the one that carried us 
through this terrible event: the knowl-
edge that West Virginians will always 
have each other’s backs. We are strong-
er when we stand united than when we 
stand alone. 

Through everything that lies ahead, 
we will stay strong. We will thank 
those who put their lives on the line to 
help rescue others. We will remember 
and honor those whom we lost, and we 
will continue to offer our support to 
those who are rebuilding their lives. 
That is what we do as neighbors. That 
is what we do as friends. That is what 
we do as West Virginians. 

f 

b 1030 

NEW HEALTHCARE BILL IS ONLY 
GOOD FOR THE WEALTHY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. AGUILAR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this year, we watched President Donald 
Trump and Speaker PAUL RYAN ram 
their healthcare bill through the House 
of Representatives before it even had a 
cost analysis. 

It didn’t take long for us to learn 
why. It will strip over 20 million Amer-
icans of affordable healthcare. It will 
drive up premiums and out-of-pocket 
expenses for older Americans by as 
much as 25 percent. It will allow insur-
ance companies to discriminate 
against pregnant women, children, and 
seniors. And this is all so Donald 
Trump can give a tax break to his 
wealthiest friends. 

Mr. Speaker, this healthcare bill will 
literally be a death sentence to some 

Americans. House Republicans had 
years—let me say that again—had 
years to come up with ways to make 
healthcare more affordable. But in-
stead, they would rather pull the plug 
out from millions of families who put 
their healthcare in the hands of the in-
surance companies. 

Since the Affordable Care Act was 
signed into law, nearly 40,000 of my 
constituents have enrolled in Covered 
California, and nearly 200,000 in San 
Bernardino County, our residents, have 
been added to Medi-Cal following the 
ACA expansion. TrumpCare will end 
Medicaid and leave millions of Ameri-
cans without coverage. 

Children will be stripped of their cov-
erage because their parents will fall 
into an income bracket that doesn’t 
satisfy our President. This legislation 
isn’t just bad, it is detestable. Accord-
ing to Donald Trump, it is even mean. 
Though, apparently, it doesn’t matter 
how mean it is for middle class fami-
lies as long as it gives tax breaks to his 
wealthy friends. 

And now, Senate Republicans have 
taken a page out of the House Repub-
lican playbook and are writing their 
healthcare bill in secret. This is not 
how we govern. This is not what the 
American people expect. 

f 

SUPPORT CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
offer my full support for H.R. 2353, the 
Strengthening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century Act. 

For more than 30 years, Federal fund-
ing, known as Perkins funding, has 
helped support career and technical 
education programs at the State and 
local level. This legislation reauthor-
izes that funding and makes needed im-
provements to ensure Perkins dollars 
are spent efficiently and effectively. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a big believer in 
career tech programs for three simple 
reasons: They help prepare students for 
rewarding careers; they ensure Amer-
ican workers have the tools necessary 
for skilled trades that are foundational 
to our society; and they boost our 
economy by providing a quality work-
force. 

When it comes to higher education, 
we all know that there has been a si-
lent stigma attached to not completing 
an academic degree at a 4-year univer-
sity. For years, we were afraid to say 
that college isn’t for everybody, when 
the truth is, career tech programs can 
actually lead many Americans to bet-
ter quality of life. 

Thankfully, I believe those days are 
over. Efforts like Mike Rowe’s ‘‘Go 
Build Alabama’’ campaign has been 
tremendously successful in raising 
awareness and dispelling myths about 
the jobs that exist in skilled trades. 
This rising generation is showing signs 
of being more entrepreneurial, with a 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:40 Jun 22, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K22JN7.006 H22JNPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

V
9H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5055 June 22, 2017 
willingness to work outside the box. 
Our programs have greatly improved 
over the years to offer training for ca-
reers our students are actually inter-
ested in. 

Mr. Speaker, my State of Alabama is 
blessed with a strong network of com-
munity colleges offering a wide array 
of career training. Alabama Commu-
nity College System has more than 
79,000 students enrolled in CTE pro-
grams, and over 70 public high schools 
in Alabama are now offering CTE 
courses. They are working hand in 
glove with industry to make sure that 
the training matches the jobs that will 
be waiting for students when they com-
plete their courses. 

I visited one such program recently 
in Tallassee, a small town in central 
Alabama. Tallassee High School ad-
ministrators have worked tirelessly to 
build a program that serves the grow-
ing needs of local students. The city 
and county are working together to 
improve facilities and make sure stu-
dents have access to transportation. 

Up until now, students in Tallassee 
have had to take a bus 30 minutes away 
to Wetumpka, or even an hour away to 
Montgomery to Trenholm State, to ac-
cess these career tech courses. Now, 
thanks to the hard work of Tallassee’s 
leaders and educators, students are be-
ginning to access these programs right 
in their own hometown. 

I visited another thriving career-type 
program a few months ago in Geneva, a 
small town in Alabama’s Wiregrass re-
gion. Geneva High School has 
partnered with the Alabama National 
Guard, whose local armory serves as a 
training site for high-demand skills, 
such as automotive technology, weld-
ing, aviation maintenance, and health 
science. Students from city and county 
schools can get ahead on their college 
coursework via dual enrollment with 
Lurleen B. Wallace Community College 
or Enterprise State. 

Geneva and Tallassee are not alone 
in their commitment to our students. 
Dothan’s Wallace Community College 
offers training in 16 high-demand ca-
reer fields. Wallace takes their pro-
grams to the next level by combining 
traditional study with hands-on experi-
ence. Their criminal justice program, 
for example, utilizes a virtual law en-
forcement training simulator, the only 
of its kind on an Alabama college cam-
pus. 

These programs serve as a model, not 
only for the State of Alabama but for 
the Nation as a whole. Their successes 
demonstrate the potential career-type 
programs hold. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is so much 
more than just funding. It makes im-
portant improvements to our career 
tech policy, including: simplifying the 
application process that community 
and State leaders have to navigate in 
order to receive Federal funds; pro-
viding more flexibility to administra-
tors so they can adjust to the needs of 
the students and the industry; improv-
ing accountability and transparency to 

ensure that the programs that we are 
funding actually deliver results; and, 
lastly, ensuring a limited Federal role 
in education, just as we did in the new 
K–12 law. 

Mr. Speaker, with the modern work-
place changing at a rapid pace, it is im-
perative that educators and facilities 
keep up. With this bill, these programs 
can continue to successfully connect 
today’s students with the careers of to-
morrow. 

Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity 
to take the next step in career and 
technical education today. The 
Strengthening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Century Act will 
help equip our students with skills, 
knowledge, and experience they need to 
start their careers. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to pass this legislation and 
support our future workforce. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
PHILANDO CASTILE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to remember a public serv-
ant taken from us too soon; an indi-
vidual who, through his life and exam-
ple, inspired others, especially chil-
dren, to be respectful and kind; a man 
who lived his life in service to others, 
Philando Castile. 

In recent days, his name has been 
back in the headlines, but I want to 
talk about the person behind the sto-
ries. I want to talk about a man failed 
by our creed of liberty and justice for 
all. Philando Castile was the beloved 
nutrition services supervisor at J.J. 
Hill Montessori Magnet School, who 
was so invested in the young people he 
served, that he memorized the names 
and food allergies of more than 500 stu-
dents. 

One of his coworkers said: Kids loved 
him. He was quiet, respectful, and 
kind. I knew him as warm and funny. 

Another said: He was as much a 
teacher as any teacher in that build-
ing. 

His life was an example of living hon-
orably for your community, for your 
family, and for the more than 500 stu-
dents who loved him. Even in his final 
moments, he showed respect and dig-
nity in what must have been a terri-
fying experience. 

Mr. Castile’s loss is our loss. He lived 
life as we all should: loving and re-
specting those around him. When he 
was told by an officer to get his ID, he 
complied and respectfully informed the 
officer that he was lawfully carrying a 
concealed firearm; that he had a valid 
permit. When he went to get his ID, as 
ordered, he was shot—not once, but 
seven times—not because of non-
compliance, not because he was vio-
lent, not because he was a menacing 
threat. What killed him was his Black-
ness, or, more precisely, fear of his 
Blackness killed him. 

Tragically, his story is not unique. 
This happens every day to Black men 
and women in America. Philando’s 
story only made headlines because it 
was live-streamed on Facebook and 
showed a 4-year-old girl sitting behind 
him as seven rounds were emptied into 
his chest. A 4-year-old girl, that even 
Philando’s murderer said ‘‘was in my 
line of fire.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this murder was so 
downright outrageous that it led The 
Federalist, a publication that pre-
viously published an article on how 
Black Lives Matter protests were de-
stroying America, to call the not- 
guilty verdict an abomination. 

Indeed, this is an abomination and a 
complete miscarriage of justice. The 
Federalist and I see eye to eye on this 
one thing. Groups in the center, on the 
right, on the left, have publicly and vo-
cally condemned his murder, except for 
one: the National Rifle Association. 
The NRA’s silence is sickening, deaf-
ening, and very hypocritical in this 
tragic American hour. For decades, the 
NRA has used fearmongering to claim 
that they are the sole organization 
fighting to protect the rights of every 
American to carry a firearm. 

Where were they for Philando? Where 
is their outrage? Where is their stand 
for Philando’s freedoms and rights? 
Where is their demand for better police 
training when dealing with citizens au-
thorized to carry a firearm? 

Shame, they have no outrage at this 
verdict. Shame for their double stand-
ard in supporting people with valid 
concealed-carry permits. They offer 
nothing but a tepid Facebook state-
ment expressing concern. 

Concern? The NRA has concern for 
Philando? Shame on the NRA. For 
them, it clearly isn’t about rights for 
all. For NRA members who don’t fit 
the right profile, they should give seri-
ous thought to even being members of 
the NRA. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Kevin Kitrell Ross, Unity 
of Sacramento, Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, offered the following prayer: 

May we turn within and look higher 
to the God of our understanding and 
pray. 

Loving Presence, we invoke from the 
celestial balconies the witness of the 
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